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FIRESIDE CHAT

The Fireside Chat is held on the
first and third Tuesday of the
month. They are held at 7:00 p.m.
It will be a Webex virtual meeting
at:

https://
richardlroberts.my.webex.com/

meet/rlrobert

The format is open and wil be
without an agenda or focus. It will
be a great opportunity for both
new and experienced hams to ask
questions and share experiences.
Please join us!

SEMARC BOARD MEETING

Our next meeting for the board is
May 14t We plan to have a virtual
meeting. Chuck Hanson will send
out an email to al members the
day before with instructions on
how to join in on the meeting.

REGULAR MEMBER MEETING
Our next regular member meeting
is May 28", No program has been
planned at this time.

Cont. on page 3
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Pennsylvania Amateur Radio Operators

Pennsylvania Senate Bill 37 Will Ban
Mobile Amateur Radio Use

https://www.reddit.com/r/amateurradio/comments/1cdvgfn/
pennsylvania_amateur_radio_operators_sb_37_will/

If this passes will it be the start of legislation in other states?

NOTICE: 146.985 Repeater

146.985 Repeater is out of service for repair and users should switch to the 147.18
South with 74.4 tone or 147.18 north with 100 tone till further notice. Our
Wednesday will be held there.

Dick N@UC

~ 146.985 Update ~ Getting Closer

The repeater has been relocated to FS3 (Cottage Grove Fire Station #3) but not
installed waiting for paperwork from the city. When spring arrives, snow melts and
paperwork catches up with verbal permission, we will install the new repeater
antenna.

This will allow us to tum the 146.985 back on for use.
Once on we will plot the new coverage area hopefully retuming handheld usability to
our group.

Dick NQUC

South East Metro Amateur Radio Club
Dick Roberts, NOUC

1655 - 68th Street West

Inver Grove Heights, MN 55077-2222
651-208-0889 nOuc@comcast.net

C T E——
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MEMBER MEETING

PROGRAM SURVEY

The Board is always looking for
program ideas for the member
meetings. What would you like to
see for programs this year? Please
send your ideas to Dick Roberts
nOuc@comcast.net and he will bring
your ideas to the Board meeting.

ARES REPORT

Just a reminder that our ARES
repeater frequencies are 147.180,
PL 74.4 in Newport, or PL 100 in
Forest Lake.

INFORMAL CW

ROUND-TABLE NET

Every Wednesday evening at 1900
hours on 28.110 MHz

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 2M NET

Our club holds a 2-meter net every
Wednesday at 8:00 p.m. It is an
informal, but controlled, net on the
146.985 repeater. We are in the
need for several alternate Net
Control Stations who can fill in
when one of the scheduled NCS
is not available.

If you are interested, please
contact:

Dick Roberts at
nOuc@comcast.net

THE DIGITAL CORNER

Digital Net follows SEMARC net on
Wed pm.

Go to www.w1hkj.com for software
& help.

Fldigi v. 3.23.09 Fimsg v. 2.0.17
Flamp v. 2.1.03 Flwrap v. 1.3.4
Mest on 146.985 and QSY to
144.950.

Mode is BPSK125. Other modes
possible.

Sign up with NGUC
nOuc@comcast.net for net bulletins
& help.
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Did you know ...

The SEMARC webpage contains links to many websites that
are helpful to new hams and experienced ones.
Visit www.semarc.org/P10_UL.htm.

Stillwater Amateur Radio Association

SARA has graciously welcomed SEMARC members to attend their events, and
more. ..
in Ragchew on the SARA r
Two Meter Tuesday (TMT) Round Robin Ragchew on the SARA repeater
147.060 - info to access the repeater is here WOJH Repeater
Tuesday’s - 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Social/Special Meetings
Thursday Evenings: Social and informal “Eyeball QSO” sessions from 6PM to 8PM,
usually at the Stillwater Public Library.
See radiohm.org for weekly updates

VE Session Report

We are now at our new location

St Luke Lutheran Church, 7000 Hinton Ave S, Cottage Grove
See you there,

Dan.

Contact me @ 651-247-2164 or wdOgup@hotmail.com with any questions.
Dan Franz, WD@GUP

VE News

We will be normalizing VE operations as it relates to COVID. For the time being | will
still preregister candidates and VE's. That means no walk-ins but we also will not have
head count restrictions. | also have incorporated a self-survey and ask anyone that
answers yes to any of the questions to call me.

Thanks to all VE's that helped us get through this tough COVID time.

Dan Franz, WD@GUP

Any questions call the club hot line at 651-769-0358 or email

wdOgup@hotmail.com.

Planning Calendar

May 14t (T) Board Meeting
May 18" (S) VE Test & B'fast
May 28t (T) Club Meeting

June 11 (T) Board Meeting
June 150 (S) VE Test & B'fast
June 250 (T) Club Meeting

SEMARC VE Sessions

VE exam sessions are held every 3rd Saturday (except December). The next
VE session is on May 18th, Exams are held at 9:00 am at St Luke Lutheran
Church Cottage Grove. Call 651-769-0358 for information, to register or to
arrange for special needs. Information is posted on the webpages also.
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Wednesday: SEMARC Net(s)

May 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd 29th
7:00 PM, Weekly CW net on 28.110

8:00 PM, Weekly 2-meter net on the 147.180 repeater (PL 74.4 south and 100.0 north).
Winlink net, following the 2-meter net (above).

SEMARC at Groups.io

SEMARC at Groups.io

This is an email groups service that enables users to post and share messages to all who have signed in to the group. Sign up
information is listed below under "Contacts".

SEMARC Contacts

- Groups.o - Post your messages at https:/groups.io/g/SEMARC  If you're not a member of the message group vyet,
contact SEMARC+ 1] I i

- Facebook - Visit us at https://www.facebook.com/groups/1525920597716897

- Twitter - Follow us at @wdcgm

Winlink Training Net

On April 6, 2022 we began be holding a Winlink training net after our regular Wednesday two meter activity net for persons
interested in using the Winlink programs and for ARES members to improve their proficiency in using the tool during
emergency communication events. This net will start after completion of the activity and last about an hour.

The net will start on the 147.18 repeater to collect a roster and setup the instructions for the training and practice. \We will
then move to the MN ARES digital frequency to do the hands on portion of the net. We will be concentrating on point to point
communication. Since during most communication emergencies the loss of the internet is very likely the need for P2P is
high. During a communications emergency it is all hands on deck so you don't need to be an ARES member to help out. It
is easier to learn now than during the emergency. We will be learning how to move traffic via P2P to a local destination or to a
gateway station that has internet connectivity. The use of forms and message content is for a different training segment for
another time not this net.

Before net time make yourself acquainted with winlink and winlink express. Take time to view the youtube links and install the
needed software. We will be using VARA FM during the hands on portion of the nets. The links are provided below. There
will be a number of questions that will pop up and we will work through those as the nets go along. As these are training nets
hopefully your questions will get answers. As you have heard many times practice make perfection or as us older fellows say
"practice helps us remember”. If you have questions on ARES send to John Regan KAOHYR jeregan@gmail.com, about the
net nQuc@comcast.net

CU on the nets, 73
Dick NOUC

* In addition to the afore mentioned Winlink “active” training nets, there will be “passive” practice nets for participants to
continue to learn how to configure their stations, and to practice their skills using the Winlink Express software. You simply
send a Winlink message to net control to verify that your system is set up correctly and working. If there is not an active
training net after the SEMARC Activity Net, you can assume the passive net will be running. The details needed to check into
the passive net are here:

https://paulkanikula.wixsite.com/home/winlink-net

Any comments or questions about the passive nets can be sent to KFOCP at paulkanikula@gmail.com or you can put it out
on the groups.io for the benefit of everyone.
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Membership Meetings

Are held in Cottage Grove

St Luke Lutheran Church, 7000 Hinton Ave S, Cottage Grove

We meet on the LAST Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. Except June & December
Watch for updates and more information in the Sunday Bulletin email message.

New members, especially those who passed one of our VE exam sessions, are encouraged to attend so that we can meet you in
person.

We hope to see you there.

(As is our tradition anyone with a birthday in the meeting month is asked to bring cookies or other snack to share.)

New Club Members

New Club members can:

Keep in touch, post amateur related articles, sell amateur related items or asked for help and/or questions of other members.
This is a private network for our member's only and does not allow incoming or outgoing traffic to other networks.

Members will be getting an email requesting them to join and they can opt in or out. This will occur in the first week of November

Dick NOUC

Club Apparel

You have seen some members wearing SEMARC caps, shirts and jackets. If you would like to order one for yourself, visit our
website at ApparelOrderForm.pdf (semarc.org), then contact our order coordinator Dan Franz at wdOgup@hotmail.com. Dan wil
accept your order and payment, then order the item(s) from our vendor Advanced Sportswear in Newport.

SEMARC has wearables identifying members with their name and call sign. We offer a cap, shirts and a jacket. If you would like to
order one for yourself, visit our website for the Order Form, then contact our coordinator Dan Franz at wdOgup@hotmail.com. Dan
will accept your order and payment, then order the item(s) from our vendor: Advanced Sportswear in Newport.

73, NAOL
Chuck Hanson

SEMARC Operating Events

SEMARC hosts many activities during the year: on-air nets (CW, FM, Digital); meetings, both in person and virtual; special virtual
meetings like Fireside Chats; volunteer exams, and, OPERATING EVENTS!

Operating events provide chances for club members to meet, practice their operating skills and have fun. Our operating events are
also good opportunities for members without stations or who are new to the hobby, to gain lots of experience in a fun atmosphere.
In each of the events described below, a club lead is identified, so that everyone knows who to contact to offer their help or find out
how to participate.

Check here for future events

THE SEMARC TELEGRAPH ~ RETURN TO TOP ~ S



https://semarc.org/_files/operating_events_2024.pdf
http://www.semarc.org/_files/ApparelOrderForm.pdf
mailto:wd0gup@hotmail.com
https://semarc.org/_files/ApparelOrderForm.pdf
mailto:wd0gup@hotmail.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/St.+Luke+Lutheran+Church/@44.8475498,-92.9526617,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x87f7d063aa74c333:0xcc8b7b7e98ede4e2!8m2!3d44.8475498!4d-92.9500868!16s/g/1wc31tf0?entry=ttu

May 2024 Vol. 16, No. 5

WCARES Activities This Year

Our ARES Unit participates in SEMARC's weekly 8:00 p.m. Wednesday evening 2-meter nets on the 147.180 repeater with a PL
tone of 74.4 in Newport and PL tone 100.0 in Forest Lake. We also use this pair of repeaters for our monthly 2-meter net on the
third Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m.

Anyone interested in joining Washington County ARES should contact John Regan KAOHYR jeregan3@gmail.com.

John Regan KAOHYR
Emergency Coordinator
Washington County ARES

Washington County ARES

Welcome to the Washington County ARES website (ARES Unit 163MNO1).... Face-to-face ARES activities are in suspension until
further notice due to Covid-19.... Check the two ARES Digital Nets in Minnesota and participate; Info under the Events tab gives
details... 60 Meter Interoperability exercises scheduled = see events tab and participate with us!l....The 147.180 Repeater is
running at the Newport site (PL 74.4) and Forest Lake site(PL 100); we use this repeater for drills and activations. This covers the
entire county and is in our WashCoARES Emergency Communications Plan... Support our Amateur Radio Clubs through your
participation.

The ARRL, upon the recommendations of Minnesota Section Manager Bill Mitchell AEOEE and Minnesota Section Emergency
Coordinator Benton Jackson KOBHJ, has appointed John Regan KAOHYR as the new Emergency Coordinator (EC) for Washington
County. Joe will be working with former Washington County EC John Regan KAOHYR for the transition. A meeting of Washington
County ARES will be scheduled for the Spring.

Anyone interested in joining Washington County ARES should contact John Regan KAOHYR Jeregan3@gmail.com

METRO SKYWARN

Metro Skywarn Weekly Radio Check-In
Wednesdays 8:30pm - 8:45pm

Join Metro Skywarn for our weekly amateur radio check-in at 8:30 p.m. every Wednesday during our active Net Control Station
rotation schedule (thru October 16th).

These check-ins will be done on the 146.700- PL 127.3 WCOHC Downtown Minneapolis repeater.

This is your opportunity to test your equipment out outside of an active severe weather net. You can also ask the net control
operators questions and just say hello!
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Rail-Based Tabletop Exercise

Cottage Grove
Rail-Based Tabletop Exercise

Cottage Grove Table Top Exercise, April 10, 2024
Amateur radio participants:

Dick Roberts NOUC - Winlink Station/operator/communicator in the EOC

Paul Kanikula KFOCP - Winlink Station/operator/communicator at the derailment command post
Dave Larson KEOHAL - Shadow/observer/communicator of the Incident Commander

Dave Schultz KBOSED - Observer/communicator in the EOC

Chuck Hanson NAOL - Observer/communicator at the Incident Command Post

Brian Mclnerney NOBM — Network Control Station in the EOC

Derreck Lisle KFOOOI - Observer/communicator assisting NCS

This is real - A train derailment occurred in Newport, MN on July 19, 1960. News reports in 1960 detailed that the 4-engine
eastbound Hiawatha train, traveling an estimated 77 mph collided with a truck near the (Belden Blvd) 80th street interchange. Eleven
of the 15 cars derailed. Seventy-seven people (passengers) were injured with 10 requiring hospitalization. ... per the Fergus Falls
Daily Journal and from a member of the Milwaukee Road Yahoo Group.

The 2024 derailment exercise, placed at the same intersection, detailed a collision with a tour bus resulted with injuries and a fire.
The exercise included over 20 agencies and more than 120 participants. Our role, as observers and backup communications,
included a new dimension: transmitting a document using handheld radios. This was new to the Exercise Directors from S.TA.R.S
(Bloomington based: Safety Training and Response Strategies).  In advance of the exercise, Dick and Paul worked a couple
sessions to assure success using VARA FM P2P. The whole thing seems like a blend of POTA and a field day exercise. But this
kind of had a look of “Proof of Concept.” The Exercise Director emailed a document to Dick, at the EOC, where he downloaded
the document to his WinlLink station, then transmitted (144.950) the message/attachment to Paul's Winlink station, on battery
power, at the Incident Command Center.  Note: VARA FM P2P on 144,950

UHF for voice (All participants will bring/use UHF handheld radio’s)

1. Main - channelone - NSC 442.300/203.5 simplex
2. TAC 1 - channel two - staff to staff  443.000/203.5 simplex
VHF for data

1. Digital - Winlink 144.950 using VARA FM P2P
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Rail-Based Tabletop Exercise

Administrative Remarks

The exercise is conducted in a no-fault learning environment wherein
capabilities, plans, systems, and processes will be evaluated.

e The exercise scenario is plausible, and events occur as they are
presented.

e To increase the realism, the EOC and Operations Section will be
separated into different rooms approximately 1 hour into the
exercise.

e EOC will be established in Conference Room A.
Operations Section will be in Conference Room B.

= ?
ESBONSE STRATEGIES. L 4 ~

3 Large spill at day time

Initial isolation = 150 feet, downwind = 1,000 feet = Ifafireis

not involved

__ Ifafireis
involved
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Building Block Approach

* Railroad Specific Training
* Previous Tabletop Exercises

* Current Tabletop Exercise
» Mass Casualty (6 hospitals participating remotely)
* Hazmat
* Functional EOC
* Mock Press Briefing

Objectives
e fust responders shall direct and implement imitial ncidest en-site management utdizing existing glans and SOPs within the
first 1 hour of response.

Vatidate the Inadent Command's abiity 1o assure the health and safety of the publiic, and train crew and response
personnel at all tmes of the response

Responders will demonstrate the abiity to manage necessary resources dunng the initial incident response.

Participants will develop an Incident Action Plan in response to a tramn derailment according to the local response plan.

Cenduct response operations te control/stop the source of the spill, contain, recover, or exclude released material, and
mimimize response-related environmental impacts.

Disseminate cnisis and emergency risk communication information to media, pudlic, partners, and stakeholders within 3
hours of the incident

Provide triage and transport via Emergency Medical Services and related operations within the first hour of the incadent.

SAFETY TRAINING AND RESPONSE STRATECIES

~ RETURN TO TOP ~
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* ¥ WORLDWIDE CONTESTS * ¥

Thank you to Bruce Horn WA7BNM for the sharing of his calendar
Main website https://www.contestcalendar.com/

Current Worldwide Contests

click map for list
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