ick Roberts mans the ma‘to during SEMARC's event celebrating Minnesota’
163rd birthday on May 11, ( Gazerte staff photos by Matt DeBow)

stablish a territory that
ed to statehood on May
11, 1858.
Also having an event in
q public park is a way to
be visible in the commu-
nity, “and let them know
fham radio is alive and

xmtlng hobby," H:bberd
said. “We attract people
f all ages.”

group  operated

oughout the day on |

several radio  channels,
ndby]la,m on Tuesday
norning the group had
ontacted people  from
anada, North Carolina,
Nebraska, Kansas and
issouri.

The group made all
hose contacts from a thin
ire antenna they hung
ibove the park.

The group hit a snag
hen they suddenly lost
naking any contact as a

Pioneer Park on May 11.

ger Holger explains the hobby of ham radio a

A

resident cut down the wire
mistakemly believing the
group’s string was caught
in the park’s fence.

The hurdle didn't stop
the event as the group
members were able to fix
the antenna by using a
large slingshot with a reel

attached shooting a wire
nto a tree.

This was how the group;
established the antenna in|
the first place.

Contact Matt DeBow ai)
Matt. De Bow@apgecm.
cont. ]




